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ATTORNEY GENERAL, BEHAVIOUR 
Statement 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [3.45 pm]:  I do not know whether I should apologise to the Leader of the 
House for leaving him with only a couple of minutes to respond to the report.  It was not intentional.  It is just 
the way the cookie crumbles, I guess.  

I want to make some brief comments on the activities of the Attorney General on the steps of Parliament House 
earlier this week.  As I said during my maiden speech, and as I have repeated from time to time in this place, 
those of us in public office need to realise the lack of esteem that the public has for politicians and the processes 
in which we get involved.  The performance of the Attorney General the other day was probably the second or 
third time that he has been publicly critical of this Chamber.  I remind the Leader of the House that on one 
occasion the Government wanted this House to make 120 amendments to a Bill that had come from the 
Legislative Assembly - and that was quite apart from any amendments that this House might have wanted to 
make!  I am told that on several occasions when the Government has wanted some amendments to be made to a 
Bill, it has made the comment, “It is all right; the Legislative Council will fix it up”.  The Government cannot eat 
its cake and have it too.  That is just unreasonable.  I do not care whether it was this Government that made that 
comment or the former Government.  It is an appalling comment to make.   

It has been said that we should have just one House of Parliament in this State.  If that does ever happen, I 
certainly hope the Legislative Assembly will be the House that is done away with, because this House is the 
place that does show some decorum.  Members of this House do not stand on the steps of Parliament House and 
accuse other members of acting in a way that verges on the criminal; if they have, I am certainly not aware of it.  
It is appalling.  It gives totally the wrong impression.  I am deliberately speaking on a different angle from that of 
the family involved, because I think enough has been said about that.  I do not think the Attorney General really 
thought hard enough about what he was doing.  I will give the Attorney General that amount of credit, because if 
he really had thought hard about what he was doing then he is even worse than I think.  Politicians already have 
a low image in the community.  Therefore, I cannot understand why we seem to go through this process of - I am 
trying to think of a polite word, but I am lost for words - making sure that in the eyes of the public we will never 
lift our image.  We seem to go to extraordinary lengths to make sure that the public will always be disparaging of 
politicians.  The public feels let down.  That applies to not only politicians, of course.  However, it is important 
for the political process, which is part of our democracy, for Western Australian politicians to pride themselves 
on being if not the best in the world, certainly nearly the best.  Why do we go to such extraordinary lengths to try 
to knock the political process?  It is not an overstatement to say that the Attorney General’s effort was a very low 
standard of comedy - if members want to be kind to him.   

A couple of years ago I wrote a letter to a newspaper and the Attorney General replied that I had written a 
typically racist statement.  That showed the Attorney General’s lack of knowledge of the English language.  
What I wrote referred to a religious matter; it was not a racist comment.  It is very concerning when a person in 
the Attorney General’s position publicly shows such crass ignorance; it demeans the whole process.  The Leader 
of the House has influence in the Government; indeed, we like to believe that the minister has considerable 
influence in the Government.  It is possible that he might have a very short time left in government.  Will the 
minister use his influence to at least try to let the people of Western Australia view the Government in a good 
light, rather than repeat the performance on the steps of Parliament House?   

House adjourned at 3.51 pm 
__________  

 
 


